
 

 
 

Palm Sunday 
April 5, 2020 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People   And with your spirit. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 

 Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race 
you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon himself our 
nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his 
great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his 
suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen    

The Lessons 

  A Lesson from the book of the prophet Isaiah 

 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and 
shall be exalted. As many were astonished at you - his appearance was 
so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of the 
children of mankind - so shall he sprinkle many nations. Kings shall 
shut their mouths because of him, for that which has not been told 
them they see, and that which they have not heard they understand. 
Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the 
arm of the Lord been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young 
plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that 
we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried 
our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and 
afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for 
our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; 



we have turned - every one - to his own way; and the Lord has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,  and like a 
sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. By 
oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, 
who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
stricken for the transgression of my people? And they made his grave 
with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done 
no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of 
the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an 
offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his 
soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous 
one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall 
bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a portion with the 
many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured 
out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the 
transgressors.          (52:13-53:12)  
  The Word of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God 

Our Psalm this morning is number 22, and we will read verses 1 
through 21 responsively by whole verse.  

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from 
saving me, from the words of my groaning? 

O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. 

Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 

To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not 
put to shame. 

But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 



All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their 
heads; 

“He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in 
him!” 

Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at 
my mother's breasts. 

On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother's womb you have been my 
God. 

Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help. 

Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 

they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; 
it is melted within my breast; 

my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my 
jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. 

For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my 
hands and feet - 

I can count all my bones - they stare and gloat over me; 

they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. 

But you, O Lord, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to my 
aid! 

Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog! 

Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the 
horns of the wild oxen! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

  A Lesson from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians 

 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 



God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.       (2:5-11) 
  The Word of the Lord 
  Thanks be to God 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew. 

 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. And they bound him 
and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor. 
 Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he 
changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and the elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent 
blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” And 
throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he 
went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of 
silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is 
blood money.” So they took counsel and bought with them the potter's 
field as a burial place for strangers. Therefore that field has been called 
the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of 
silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the 
sons of Israel, and they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord 
directed me.” 
 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But 
when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 
Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify 



against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, 
so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the 
crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. And they had then a 
notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate 
said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or 
Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that 
they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that 
righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a 
dream.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to 
ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to them, 
“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 
“Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is 
called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” And he said, 
“Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him 
be crucified!” 
 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot 
was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, 
saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves.” And all 
the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” Then 
he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered 
him to be crucified. 
 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And 
they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a 
crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. 
And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe 
and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 
 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They 
compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place 
called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine 



to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 
And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among 
them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch over him 
there. And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, 
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified 
with him, one on the right and one on the left. And those who passed 
by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who would 
destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are 
the Son of God, come down from the cross.” So also the chief priests, 
with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now 
from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God 
deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the 
same way. 
 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until 
the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, 
said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and 
took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it 
to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
come to save him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and 
yielded up his spirit. 
 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also 
were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those 
who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the 
Son of God!”           (27:1-54) 

   
The Sermon 



The Confession and Absolution of Sin 
The Deacon or other person appointed says the following 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
The Deacon and People kneel as able and pray 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Bishop or Priest stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith 
turn to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace 

Celebrant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And with your spirit. 

The Sursum Corda 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People   And with your spirit. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is just and right so to do. 
Celebrant 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 



Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the 
Cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and by his 
suffering and death he became the author of eternal salvation for all 
who put their trust in him. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

The Sanctus 
Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

The Prayer of Consecration 
The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, in your tender mercy, you gave 
your only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption. He offered himself and made, once for all time, a perfect 
and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. He instituted 
this remembrance of his passion and death, which he commanded us to 
continue until he comes again. So now, Father, we ask you to bless and 
sanctify, with your Word and Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine 
that we may partake of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of 
the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 



forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 

Lord and heavenly Father, with these holy gifts we celebrate the 
memorial instituted by your beloved Son, remembering his passion and 
death, his resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again. 
Grant that by his merits and death, and through faith in his Blood, we 
and your whole Church may receive forgiveness of our sins and all 
other benefits of his passion, making us one body with him that he may 
dwell in us, and we in him. And here we offer to you, O Lord, 
ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a living sacrifice, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Celebrant then says 

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray  
Celebrant and People together pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

The Fraction 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  

Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 



People Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The Prayer of Humble Access 
Celebrant and People together 

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 
your table. But you are the same Lord, who always delights in showing 
mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your 
dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may 
be made clean by his body, and our souls washed through his most 
precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

The Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
 grant us your peace. 
The Ministration of Communion 
Facing the People, the Celebrant may say the following invitation 

Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the 
world. Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.           (John 1:29, Revelation 19:9) 
The Bread and Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for you, preserve 
your body and soul to everlasting life.  

The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for you, preserve 
your body and soul to everlasting life.  

The Post Communion Prayer  

Let us pray. 



Celebrant and People  
Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out into the world to do the work you have  
given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 
and forever. Amen. 

Collect for Spiritual Communion 

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament. I 
love you above all things, and I desire to possess you within my soul. 
And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I beseech you to 
come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, together with all 
your faithful people, and I embrace you with all the affections of my 
soul. Never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 

The Blessing 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 

   


